Molecular genetic evidence for common pathogenesis of childhood and adult Wilms' tumor.
A case of Wilms' tumor in an adult is reported, showing, by restriction fragment length polymorphism analysis of somatic and tumor DNA, the loss of alleles from the short arm of chromosome 11. Loss of alleles in this region has previously been reported in childhood Wilms' tumor. The findings of this study indicate that adult Wilms' tumor and childhood Wilms' tumor may share a common pathogenic pathway. These results may also be useful in differentiating between Wilms' tumor and renal cell carcinoma or sarcoma in adults when the histologic findings are unclear.